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Dr. Christoph Feldhaus (Ruhr-Universitidt Bochum)
Group decisions are more libertarian than individual decisions

Abstract: We conduct laboratory experiments to study why, when, and how groups intervene in other people’s
choices, and how the intervention behavior of groups differs from that of individuals. Across two different
decision situations, we report robust evidence that groups are less likely to intervene in others’ choices than
individuals. Exploiting the content of group chats, we show that the difference between groups and individuals
seems due to social-image concerns: group members shy away from proposing interventions during the group
discussions.

Christoph Feldhaus is part of the chair of Umwelt-/Ressourcenékonomik und
Nachhaltigkeit of Prof. Andreas Ldschel at the Ruhr-Universitdat Bochum. He is the author
of numerous academic journal articles on the subject of decision theory.

Christoph Feldhaus published Norm Uncertainty and Voluntary Payments in the Field
together with Tassilo Sobotta (MLU Halle-Wittenberg) and Peter Werner (Uni Maastricht)
in Management Science: https://pubsonline.informs.org/doi/10.1287/mnsc.2017.2937

Possibility to speak about your own research:

If you want to have an uncomplicated informal talk with Dr. Feldhaus alone, write an e-mail to
Tobias.Huebotter@wiwi.uni-halle.de. These talks take place on Tuesday morning for maximum 30 min.

This research workshop provides an informal setting for discussing current research from economic ethics,
behavioral economics, management accounting, and related fields. We are looking forward to seeing many
colleagues, doctoral candidates, and professors at the talk! Registration is not necessary. According to the
pandemic rules, it is necessary to wear FFP2 mask. A medical mask is not allowed.
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