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ANTONIOUS GVILIELMUS AMO AFER was a pi-
oneering African intellectual who en-
dured a questioned humanity and inev-

itably his scholarship picked up key ex-
istential and epistemological issues 
which formed a basis of decolonization 
as both an epistemological and political 
movement. These issues ranged from 

being human itself, injustices of en-
slavement, the question of being pos-
sessed and named by others, vexed 
identity questions, to the broader prob-

lems of Eurocentric human science with 
its Cartesian dualism at the centre. 
These issues which troubled the mind 
of Afer continue to animate struggles 
for decolonization and to inform the 

tasks of decoloniality in the 21st cen-
tury. Therefore, this lecture situates 
Afer’s concerns within the genealogies 
of decolonization as it identifies him as 

one of the early African scholars who 
laid a foundation for decolonial think-
ing and indeed being a giant on whose 
shoulders those pursuing decoloniality 
should stand. Through his intellectual 

and academic achievements, Afer di-
rectly challenged Eurocentric and racist 
notions of black people who were said 

to be less endowed intellectually and 
who were designated as naturally 
slaves. The life story and intellectual 
pedigree of Afer is used here as a de-

parture point to highlight the genealo-
gies of decolonization and to delineate 
the key tasks of decoloniality of the 21st 
century. This is necessary because the 

modern world is on the cusp of a resur-
gent and insurgent planetary decoloni-
zation ranged against racism, injustices 
(cognitive, political, cultural, economic 
and social) as well as hegemonic Euro-

centric epistemology and knowledge.        
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